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in the face of extraordinary difficulties. To preserve
the priceless sentiment of mutual affection in all its
natural force, in spite of economic stresses and party
political ambitions, is a fitting task for statesmen at
both ends of the earth."

This appeal reveals the good will and reasonableness
which we can still count on finding in Australians, and
at the same time the grave dangers which are threatening
to undermine those feelings in both countries. It is a
mistake to take for granted that the natural sentiment
of mutual affection between England and her "sister
nations" will continue without care and cultivation.
Being natural and not supernatural, the sentiment must
be conscientiously tended lest it wither and die and its
place be taken by the weeds of bitterness and hatred
which, once sown, flourish exceedingly, needing no
careful cultivation. On more than a few occasions
during his tours the Prince of Wales found signs of
these wasteful growths. It was not to be expected that
he would entirely clear the ground of their straggling
roots in the limited time at his disposal; but it is certain
that friendship's flowering had never been more fair
than during his Empire itineraries.
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